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that there was a public indifference to issues, which
kept people away from the polls. A comparison of
the total vote cast in state elections in 1882 with
that cast in the presidential election of 1880 showed
a decline of over eight hundred thousand in the Re-
publican vote and of nearly four hundred thousand
in the Democratic vote. The most violent of the
party changes that took place during this period
occurred in the election of 1882 in New York
State when the Republican vote showed a decline
of over two hundred thousand and the Demo-
cratic candidate for Governor was elected by a
plurality of nearly that amount. It was this
election which brought Grover Cleveland into
national prominence.